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“~ Campbell-Beesley opened its

“his piece as well as 150 othe

Attention! Carnival Advertising-Piece
Collectors

’Campbell-Beesley Co.
Spring Opening - 1911"

Have you wondered where these
pieces came from? Who were the
owners? What did they sell? And
more interestingly, for which town
were they made?

Well, wonder no longer! ""Ole
Scotland Yard Bob'' has done the
leg work. I hope you are as in-
terested and excited as I am abo
this information.

An elderly friend of mine owne

pieces. We enjoyed talking an
bargaining together over antiques,
but he would not sell me this par-
ticular piece nor some others that
I dearly wanted. Sad to say, he died
some months ago and his estate
was auctioned. Luckily, I bought
several beautiful pieces including
""Campbell-Beesley Spring
Opening-1911."

This gentleman always told me
that this advertising piece was from
a Nashville furniture store no
longer in business. He was not sur
of the location nor the years. Afte
many phone calls I located the
great-grandson of Mr. Beesley
(notice how the name is spelled).
He told me that my friend had the
correct relative but the wron
business. His information was mos
correct and very helpful in my lon

doors in the spring of 1910 at
412-414 Union Street, Nashville,
Tennessee (downtown area). It was
a ladies ready-to-wear store and

1183

advertised extensively in the

Nashville newspapers.

The State Archives was my next
stop. After two visits and bother-
ing a lot of nice, helpful people, I
gathered — the confirming
infermatior: =
The business opened in

was owned by a
Campbell (Nas
dress). He
treasuret
ventur€, he was a buyer for anothe
fge department store. :
¢ president was a Mr. G.H.
Miller whose residence was listed
as Chattanooga, Tennessee. Mr.
Beesley's grandson and I think (but
not confirmed) that he furnished
the financial backing for the
business, was a close friend and
silentpartner.

The vice-president was a Mr.
John Ray Beesley I, a Nashville
native, and later in life did invest
money in the Beesley Furniture
Company which stayed in business
in Nashville until 1979. He died in
1920. His son still lives in
Nashville, as well as his grandson,
John Ray Beesley 111, who helped
me so much.

. Beesley III told me that he
has one of these advertising pieces
as does his father, his brother and
his sister. He said that many years
ago, an elderly lady in Nashville
called his father at the furniture

tore and told him she had some
17

7 Joseph L.
e home ad-
s also secretary-

fch : find others!
1910 at 412-414 Union Stréet and | I have many zerox copies of

rior to this business/

glass pieces with ‘'Campbell-
Beesley'' embossed on them and
asked if he was interested in hav-
ing them. She brought them and
gave them to Mr. Beesley. Count-
ing their pieces and mine, there are
five here in Nashville. Now, let's

[

newspaper ads from the State Ar-
chives conforming our research.
Some mention souvenirs and gifts
for the ladies at their spring sales.
It is believed the business closed in
1914. More research is now being
done by "'Ole Bob."

NOW, AS FOR THE PIECE
ITSELF: A small five-six inch hand-
grip flattened-out bowl, believed to
be Millersburg because of the
flower panel on front. Millersburg
made many advertising pieces.

Mr. John Britt told me (via long
distance call) that he believes it's
Millersburg. John has long been an
advertising-piece collector and
expert.

Well, fellow carnival lovers, here
it is. I hope you've enjoyed this
rookie researcher's information as
much as I have looking it up.

If you have any further news or
bits of information, please call or
write. '

Bob Lovell

215 Shevel Drive
Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072
(615) 859-0616



